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August 12, 2014
Dear Senior:
The Athens Area Human Relations Council, Inc. will soon be selecting students to receive scholarships at our annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Awards Banquet in January.  This will be our 36th year of awarding scholarships to qualified students.  To qualify, you must be a high school senior attending high school in one of our member represented counties: Clarke, Madison, Oconee, or Oglethorpe.  You must graduate at the end of the 2014-2015 academic year. The county requirement does not apply to employees of any of our scholarship donors.  We simply ask that you attach a note or mark your application so that we know the county requirement has been waived for your application. 
Please complete the attached application.  Remember to include an official high school transcript, copy of your S.A.T. or A.C.T. scores, and two letters of recommendation forms.  Members of the Human Relations Council may not write recommendations for applicants.  In addition, you will need to write an essay on a topic pertaining to human relations (see end of application).  Be sure to have someone proofread your application and essay.
Applications must be postmarked by Saturday, November 1, 2014 and supporting materials (official transcripts, test scores, and letters of recommendation) must be post-marked by November 8, 2014.  Applicants will be notified by early December as to whether or not they have been awarded a scholarship. The Awards Banquet will be held on Saturday, January 17, 2015 at the Classic Center in Downtown Athens.  Each student awarded a scholarship must attend the banquet and will be given a complimentary ticket to the dinner as our guest.  All other tickets are $40 and need to be purchased in advance.
Scholarships which will be disbursed 1) once the students graduate from high school and 2) when the students enroll in a post-secondary institution.  Students have until August 31, 2016 to claim their scholarship.

Students who receive a scholarship are strongly encouraged to attend our annual Youth Pow Wow, which occurs the spring of each year.  More details about the Youth Pow Wow are forthcoming.

Thank you for applying for our scholarship.  We wish you all of the best.
Sincerely,

AAHRC Scholarship Committee

ATHENS AREA HUMAN RELATIONS COUNCIL, INC.

2014/2015 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
I. Basic Information
Please type or print in black or blue ink only.  Applications completed in pencil or ink other than blue or black will not be considered.
The information provided on this page will be used for informational and statistical purposes only, and will not be made available to the judges.  Prior to judging the scholarship committee will give each applicant a numerical designation.  The Athens Area Human Relations Council does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, religion, nationality, handicap, etc. in the determination of scholarship recipients.
Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________




Last



First


Middle
Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________



Street Address or P. O. Box


City

State


Zip
Home Telephone #:  _______________________  Cell Phone #: 







E-mail Address:  _____________________________________
Date of Birth: ________________  Male/Female:  _____________  Race:  ________________________

Name of Parents/Guardians:  _____________________________________________________________

School:  ___________________________________________  Current Grade:  ____________________

How did you learn about this scholarship?  __________________________________________________


____________________________________________

_____________________




Signature of Applicant




    Date

By signing this application you give the AAHRC permission to copy or recreate parts of your work for publicity purposes.  You also acknowledge that the essay you are submitting is an original work.  The AAHRC will not tolerate plagiarism.  Plagiarism is defined as taking (ideas, writings, etc.) from another and passing them off as one’s own.  In order to avoid plagiarism, you must use quotation marks when citing all or part of another author’s work and give proper credit to the appropriate person or source. Any applicant caught engaging in plagiarism will be automatically disqualified and have his/her award revoked.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(For Scholarship Committee Use Only)



Application Checklist
· Application Form

· Transcript

· SAT, ACT Scores   
· Recommendation Form 1



· Recommendation Form 2

· Essay


Applicant Designation   ___________________________
II. Extra-Curricular School Activities   (Please limit response to this page).
	Extra Curricular School Activities
	Position(s) Held
	Length of Involvement

Example 1/2012 – 5/ 2014

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


III. Community Involvement  (Civic, Religious, Social, Political, Athletic, or Other Activity)
	Name of Organization
	Position (s) Held
	Length of Involvement

Example 1/2012 – 5/ 2014

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


IV.  
Work Experience

	Employer 

 including address
	Position Held
	Dates of Employment

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



V.
Honors, Awards & Recognition While Attending High School
	Honor, Awards & Recognition
	Dates Received

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


VI. Future Plans

Educational and Career Goals: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
VII. Test Scores & Grades

(You must mail or scan and attach an official transcript or other official document noting your G.P.A. and a copy of your college placement scores to the Athens Area Human Relations Council, Inc. Ask your school counselor for assistance with this if needed.)
Grade Point Average (GPA): ______________    S.A.T. Score: __________     A.C.T. Score: __________  
Have you taken the S.A.T or A.C.T Test. and not received your score? __________  

If so, when? ____________________________________________________________________________

VIII. Recommendation Forms (See Attached)
Please ask two adults to complete an online recommendation form for you. These individuals must not be related to you and must be able to respond to questions about your academic ability, extracurricular activities, and community involvement.  They may find the forms on our website.
IX. Essay

Essay Topic:  Throughout history, various races and groups of people have been oppressed.  Even today, people around the world are suffering at the hands of other individuals who constantly violate their civil rights.  In his 1963 Letter from the Birmingham Jail, Dr. Martin Luther King wrote, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” What present group of oppressed people do you most sympathize with and why?
Essay should be your original thoughts and ideas, and evidence of plagiarism will result in your application being automatically disqualified.  Essays must be type-written in 12-point black Times New Roman font and double spaced.  They must be at least one page but no longer than two pages.  Type your essay in the space provided at the end of this application.
X. Criteria

The following criteria will be used to judge all 2014/2015 Scholarship Applications:
Extra-Curricular School Activities – 10 points
Community Involvement – 10 points
Awards/Honors/Recognition – 5 points
Future Plans – 5 points
2 Recommendation Forms – 10 points (5 points each)
Grade Point Average & Test Scores – 10 points
Essay – 40 points
Appearance of Application (no errors, adhering to guidelines, etc.) – 10 points

XI. Application Due Date

To be considered for a year 2014/2015 scholarship, applications must be completed and postmarked by Saturday, November 1, 2014. Supplementary materials must be turned in by November 8, 2014.  Supplementary materials include official transcripts, test scores, and letters of recommendation.
Mail applications to:
Athens Area Human Relations Council




Attn: Scholarship Committee




P.O. Box 495




Athens, GA 30603-0495

If you have any problems or questions, please contact Dr. Melanie Brown using the information below.




Dr. Melanie Brown, Scholarship Committee Chairperson







E-mail:  melanie_james@hotmail.com
Ph: 678-270-0213
 Essay
Essay Topic:  Throughout history, various races and groups of people have been oppressed.  Even today, people around the world are suffering at the hands of other individuals who constantly violate their civil rights.  In his 1963 Letter from the Birmingham Jail, Dr. Martin Luther King wrote, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” What present group of oppressed people do you most sympathize with and why?
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